
Christmas Eve.
God Mess tho little Htoekinfrs

All over the land ttHllffbl,
Hunir In the cboiecst corner.

In the glow of crimson light!

The tiny, foni l.'i Rtneklnpr.
With it sole in the hwl Hnd too.

Worn by woiiileiinl Journeys
The ilHrUpgs have to no.

The Ulosing Year.

Faster than petals fall on windy day
From ruined roses,

Hope after hope falls fluttering, and decays.
Ere the year closes.

For little hopes, that open but to die.
And little pleMuroa,

Divide the long, sad year, that labors by,
Into short measures.

Ye, lot tbem go! our day lived hopes are not
Tbe life we cherish;

Love lives, nil ill appointments are forgot
And sorrows perish.

On withered bough, where atlll tho old leaf
cling,

Now leaves come never;
And In the heart, wbcro hope hangs laded,

springs
No now endeavor.

T II K CBKA1 if ill BOOKS if 4DVINTUIL

PIONEER HEROES
AND

DARING DEEDS.
The thrilling adventure of all the hero z

idorerH and frontier fightera with Indianu, out
lnwH and wild beast, oyer our whole country,
from tho earlieat times to the present Llv
and fatuous exploit of DeHoto, l.aSnllc 8tan
dial), 11. ...ne, Kenton, Hradjr, Crockett. Bowie.,
Houatoii. CtiKter, California Jon, Wild
Hill. Buffalo Bill, (Jen. Miles and Crook, great
Indian Chiefs and scores of others

1 1.I.VHTHATKIi with 17fi fine ea
to the life. AOKKTh WAfiTKD.

Low priced and beats anything to sell
O. L. Wi n.i a M N Fond du Lac, Wla.

cent -- . three tan hf made. Mark with
indelible ink and send in a neat paper
box. (iirls like bosttes and nobody
but a jrirl can estimate the comfort anil
dm ability of one of those wiry append-
ages, especially if it be homemade.

Cut theback piece the length desired
and nitlle witli the hair cloth, laying
them in plaits or heavy gathers. Semi-
nary chums knit black silk stockings,
mittens and fascinators for each other,
and nice exchanges they are. too. Car-
ters, however, will be the staple this
year. Knee-band- s are fashioned from
plain silk elastic, fastened with gold
clasps that are obtained at the large
jewelry .stoic-- . When a brass or metallic
buckle is used it is covered with a
large rosette made of dozens and dozens

Hanging the Stockings.

Three little worntod tocklnga all In a row,
And I nave patched two scarlet Leola, an

darned a crimson tor.
r the eye of insure, over the eyoa 01

brow,
It seemed at. though the eyelid ecu Id never

be coaxed fast down.

I niig for a good long hour before they were
but quite tight;

lor will Ik Christ inns, hihI St. Niek
come

We laughed a we dropped the candles Into
heel tind toe,

for not one little stocking was missing from
the row.

Hut O, the empty cradles tho tears that pil-
lows WIT.

The voice of ituchel crying my soul cannot
forget ;

For there is no child t, in manv a
house I know,

What ft little Book Wll hanging only a vear
ago.

And when our work was ended, we stood a lit-
tle apart,

Silenty praying the lather to s(Hthe that
mother's heart

W bo looks on her unworn stockings amid herfalling tears,
W hose darling is keeping;! hi istmas In Christ's

eternal years.

blown draperies ana heavy lace or the
earthly mother; but in tho sweep of tho
line, and in tho delicnto gradations of
color from low, cold tones to warm
blending purple and rose, tho work is
exquisite and embodies tho pathos and
joy of Christmas-tide- . Miss L, U.
Humphrey received the second artistic
price for a desiirn representing a child
in her night-dres- s kneeling before a
fireplace while she sends up tho peti-
tion:

(IckxI Stilnl Hunta grant, T pray.
To ai assort? Christmas day.

Tho indistinct form of the saint is
seen in the border with his hand to his
ear. Tho border of gold antl greenish
grays is very offeetivc. Mr Walter Bat-
teries received the second popular prize
for a card showing a group of little
street singers upon whom another group
of merry children in a gayly lighted
room are looking out. Above are seen
a number of rosy cherub faces. The
colors in this work are rich and warm.
The third artists' prize was given to
Miss Humphrey for a ligure in Creek
draperies standing in a crescent and
sending forth a white dove, the whole
set against a background of dark bloc
sky. The third popular prize was
awarded to Frederick Dulruan for a
bright design showing children singing
before a Christmas tree. Mr. Alfred
Fredericks received the fourth artists'
prize, his design representing a child
sitting in bed with a profusion of toys
about him. Though the color is rich,
the golden border being especially good
the contral design resembles an adver-
tising card. Miss Florence Mabcr's
fourth popular prize card shows a lady
antl two children in early English cos-
tumes with hands full of holly and mis-
tletoe, walking in a snow-stor- This
work is beautiful in color and hasau ef-

fective border of pale green scroll work
on a silver ground.

The Holidays.
Immediately after the holidays, every

woman, who has endeavored to present
each of her intimate friends (and tbe
number increases at. this time somewhat
after the manner of the motlernSunday-school- )

with a specimen of birr hand
work, resolve that she will begin next
midsummer to prepare ber holiday gifts,
so that, allowing for Interruptions and
delays, she may have them ready a few
days earlier the next Clvjistmas. This
woman, wherever she msiy be, will per-
haps be glad to fcc reminded gently of
this resolve and to have m few sugges-
tions given her in regard tn some rff the
pretty Shingsshe ean maki- - without too
great aa outlay of time. A gift to lwsby,
which thi mother will appreciate, is-- one
or more fancy bibs; a new and really
striking way to make thow is to em-
broider Httlo tigures, sifter the Kate
Greenawsp style, on, the front of the
bib. Suppose the material to be lleeee-line- tl

plqoa whieh la both pretty and
durable; bind the edge with a narrow
bias band of wbito or color, ortrimwith
Hamburg o.' torchon, or buttonhole it
with working cotton; then trace MM
quaint Ognrwon it, cither in the center
or at one side, and nrark it in outline
stitch; the may be done
with marking ootton. Of 'With soft, un-
twisted silk, hat first take tho precair-- t
ion to try thrsilk in lukowarra water

tomakesure that it will not fade, ami
labor be lost. Serviceable sphu-hers-t-

be put on tlc wall back of the- - wash-stan- d

are made of linen momio cloth or
common white linen or Jhva canvas.
Trim the edge with torchon and work
in the outline sfltoh; a border ami cen-
ter piece, two figures like Jttok and Jill,
or old Mother Hubbard and her dog,
are pretty. Hansmock pillown-ar- dura-
ble. Hake a' cochlea aboanttaU a yard
square (or a trifle larger, according tt
your taste), cover with cretonne of Home
bright color, make a pull' to go around
tbe edge, so thai the edges make a little
ru flic for a heeding The under skin of
the pillow does not need any trimmdng;
the upper anglemay bo ornamented in
any way to suit your fancy.. A shnple
and effective way Is to put a1 handsome,
wide ribbon diagonally acrws it, aad at
eaeh side work wome fancy StRchsC With
silk, or you may work a border, audi put
a monogram in the center. Table ewers
and scarfs arc as handsome-an- popular
as ever. Blegunt ones juo mane of
brocade velvet or plush, with borders sjfl

different oolorcd silks, sathw or
A beautiful scarf is made of cardinal

The Mistletoe.
When wlutSf rnwhis (rror lon,

Aii'l wlntls without him cold.
We Kit In a ring round the warm wood Are,

And iiHtcn to Moricd oldT
Ami we try to look grave (as iwnlds nhould bo)

When the men bring In bough of the laurel-

-tree.

Oh! the laurel, the evergreen tree!
The poets have laurels, and why riot we?

Barry Cornwall.

Tee Ureen (Jhri&tmas Fallasy.
An old proverb s3's that "a green

Christmas makes a fat churchyard,"
and inasmuch as the holidays are
almost as green as a week in June, and
as most people accept a proverb sis if it
were indisputably true, it should bo
said that there is no truth whatever in
this particular saying. No warran is
found for it in statistics, and the rrry
fact that people whose health is below
tho average are advised by phj'sioians
to seek a mild climate m winter shonld
show others that who tbe Christina
holidays are mild and pleasant they
should not be oppressed with any un
nsual droad of impending death. The
tmth probably is that if now should'
meet with a cold snap the mortality rate
for the mouth wonld at oner rise. It is
ranch and more likely that old ladies
who dwell in a world of proverbs will
come to grief than that undertakers
will have any special reason to rejoice.

Token of Begard.
We believe in presents of aM sorts

Christmas boxes. Now Years-'- ' gifts,
birthday presents, especially for child-
ren and young people. Make thsm re-

joice because they were born, MM re-

joice with them. It is well for children
not only to reeeivo presents- butto-snak-

them. Cifts need not to be
very-- precious, and if thy are e'tosen
with reference to the tastes or necis of
the recipient they have a double vulue.
An excellent present for a ehiltVioa
microscope, a cabiucl of mineral a
historical chart, a writing-desk- , a tooi-chos- t,

a work-bo- Any one of these
gifts will be of lasting utility, some-o- f

them cans be so shared with-other- tHat
a whole family will be kenetited by
them, aa the chart, the cabinet, tie
mineralogical cabinets can be bought
for a small sum, microsoojees are for
sale at every price and sv of great
value to JKMMnj students.

AnXrcnHtJCt.
The late Mr. Alexander, to'Jw eminent

architect, was under cross- - '.animation
at Maidstone, by Sergeant, afterward
Baron, (iarrow, who wished a detract
from the weight of his taathatansi ;md.
after asking him what w:is hh name.

flTOOCcdcd: "You are a boaldor, I

sir, I am not a.ib.vibler; I
am an architect." "They :we :nurh the
same, I suppose?" "I beg your iiurdon,
sir, I can wt admit that; I consider
Ihem to be asteliy difterent-- " "Ob, in-

deed! perhaps- - yon will state wjecreiu
,his great difference exists?'''' "Antarchi-tec- t,

sir," nattiS Mr. Alexander, "con-
ceives the design, prepare! the alan,
draws out tbe specification- s- in abort,
supplies tboni-ind- ; the builder is merely
the bricklayer or the carpenter. The
builder, is fact, is the machine- - the
architect tho power that puts

together and sets it going." "Oh,
very well Mr. Architect, rfmt wvil do.
And now, after your rest ingeaious
distinction without a cblTerence, per-
haps you inform tho caurt vh v, :is
the architect of the tow v of lbvbel?"
The reply, for promptness and twit, is
not to be rivaled in the wbolc history of
rejoinder. "There was uo architect sir,
and hcuctt-Lb- fusion.

ii Aimeiy u n.
Books wilt never lose their value as

gifts suitable to all occasions. In select-
ing one, howerer, it is clearly happiest
to select, one that the receiver will be
sure to read. Hence tho impropriety of
sending a Hebrew bible to little Jack
Horner, who prefers Jums to roots.
TImm-- uvnct trouble in fixing upon the
right kind of a book for tho man or wo-

man whoso mind you know. Between
friend:?- - worthy of the name there can
hardly be a mistake. You may go to
your ; helves in prefer rnco to going to
your bookseller, and taking down somo
volume which both ci you havo admir-
ed, yon write your friend's name upon
your own book plate, and tho matter is
settled at once. Yo an; sure to confer
plcaeatc upon the person whose taste
you .have so graccfiblly consulted. If
wo aditc a book to mo who lores ns or
who. is loved by u, it will convoy a
charm tmite independent of it fcontents.
It is-a- if we mad offering of an

which, though noi accepted,
eetutei hospitable cntcrtnilin&ent

it is ours. It is like bestowing a
morsel of ounelata; add wateaw it will
whisper to the reader something of our
own tone and uuvent. So 7e may sing
witb the poem, Speculate "with the phil-
osophy, narrate the history, and gossip,
biographies anti annals. So, long after
we have departed, the friendly hand
may take down the votiv volume; and
as tho eye mns tho following pages, nad
catches a familiar scntsoee and .Ti-
the penciled marginalia, how can the
old happy evenings be forgotten or we
forgotten with them?

Price Reduced .

Anticipating tho removal of the
Stamp Tax at no distant day, the
Magnetic Medicine Co., of Detroit, as
will be seen by their new advertise-
ment that appears in 's paper,
have reduced the price of their mcd
icine from one dollar per package to
fifty cents, and when twelve packages
are ordered at one time, and five dol-

lars paid for the same, they issue 1
written guarantee agreeing to refund
the money if the full courHe of treat-
ment fails to effect a cure. We havo
no doubt the Magnetic Medicine will
have large sale in every section of
the country, as few medicines arc sold
at as low a price, and what is especial-
ly in its favor is the guarantee of its
effecting a cure. The medicine is
sold at all Drug Stores, everywhere.
Guarantees arc issued in Owosso and
county by all druggists.

HOW TO MAKE HOLIDAY PRESENTS.

Hints of Inexpensive Presents, How to Make and
Where ti dt Thetn A W t. Af ut

Garters, Stockings and Oonets.
VVhilo the holidavs are joyous for the

men and jolly for the children they are
fraught with anxiety for the women,
who not only must anticipate the gas-
tronomic wants of tho household, but
manufacture and invent something for
everybody, regardless of age or sex.
The larger her connection the greater
her responsibility, and long before the
big cousin with tho little mustache and
the new babv nephew have been thooght
of poor mother is on the renreot dis-

traction. While it is a delightful essen-
tial that all should be remembered, it is
by no means imperative that the favors
should tax the purse. And for the bene-
fit of thoso with whom economy Is an
urgency tho following suggestions are
submitted.

One of the most effective and inexpen-
sive waste baskets can be devised for
less than 00 cents. (Jet a stout peach
basket from your grocer and cover it in-

side and outside with any material that
is handy. If intended for a room much
used, cover it again with some blue pa-
per cambric, stretched on plain, (Jet
two yards of dotted muslin and have
the inner side put on iu gathers and the
outer drapery laid in a loose plaiting.
Cover the connection around the brim
with a niching of blue satin ribbon,,
which can be purchased any place for
12 cents a yard. Tin's design is expend-

ing pretty if the outside is covered with
silk cut in little gores to tit the basket.
Have Swiss tarlatan or mull lining, and
finish off with a band made of piece
feathers, such as duck, quail, or pea-
cock. These baskets are frequently seen
in handsomely furnished libraries, sit
ting-room- s, and chambers for waste pa-

per or a catch-al- l for the threads and
tooth-pick- s that are constantly appear-
ing on the carpets. Vot a different stylo
of parlor receptacle get a common paste-
board box, such Jis shirts are sold in,
and after removing the edges roll tho
cover in the form of a cylinder, lacing
the edges together with a piece of cable
cord. Cat out a circular piece for the
bottom and sew it in with tbe cord. Line
the entire inside and the outside of the
base with some dark serge or cashmere.
Gat a place of coarse canvas, work in a
cross-stitc- h and border pattern having
different but harmonious colors forevery
stripe. Use double zephyr as that is the
best for entirely covering the lines of
the canvas. It will be well to select
black or dark Tfjme color for the back-
ground as the dusting and sweeping
will tell on light worsteds. Fit this over
the box and finish the upper and lower
edge with a heavy black silk cord. If
desired for a little scrap-ba- g put a loop
of the cord on one side and bang in the
corner near the machinK

For a housewife there are few offer-
ings from a friend that will be more ac-

ceptable than a sewing-apro- Use grass
linen, duck, or some similar stout goods,
being careful to select a gray or durable
brown. You can buy a paper pattern
for 15c with full directions for making
and trimming. For the same tireless
worker two or three dainty dust-cap- s

will be appreciated. Cut the paper mus-
lin, which should not be of a light color,
circular, about twelve inches in diame-
ter, and get the edge pinked. Run a
narrow casing two inches from the edge
and gather with a fiat elastic.

A dozen kitchen aprons made of
brown gingham, with bib and button,
will cost .;!, and when' is the housewife
that will not enthuse? Equally useful is

a couple of holders, wadded, quilted
and bound with a good sized loop at
one corner, so as to secure it for ironing
day. We have seen a sample of this
kind of work. The possessor received it
on her wedding day, and the carefully
applied patches and tho darns upon
darns was infllctcnt evidence that it had
been appreciated.

No bath-roo- is complete in its ap-

pointments until there is a bracket with
a pair of toilet gloves on it. These are
knitted or crocheted With white ever-

lasting braid, iu mitten shape, large
enough to cover a man's hand. They
cost nothing but the time spent in mak-
ing them, and any seven-year-ol- d girl,
or boy cither, for" that matter, can be
shown bow to make them. If tho friend-

ship is sufficiently intimateuse the same
material and two knitting needles mak-

ing a little sonare or a rectangular piece
of work for washrags. A collar or hand-

kerchief bag to hang near the toilet table
is a less suggestive gift and a hand
one, too. It can be made of graduated
pieces in lidy-eotlo- crocheted in the
afgban stitch, decorated, and sewed to-

gether with scarlet worsted; or a cheap-

er and equally serviceable method is to
crochet an open work bag to a piece of
silver cardboard about six inches doep,
with a circumference to suit the taste.
One seen last week had been manufact-
ured from a pair of father's old duck
pantaloons. The bag, whieh was used
for holding pieces of soiled laces, meas-

ured somo twelve inches in depth, and
tho side gores were bound together with
scarlet braid.

An after-dinn- apron for a lady can
be fashioned from any kind of fine cot-

ton goods ruffled with deep embroidery.
But these worn with a handsomo toilet,
when the lady whiles away the time
with some fancy-wor- k, arc made of fine
lK)binet heavily darned with floss or
linen thread. The niflle is mado of the
self samo material and a largo satin bow
to correspond with the band takes tho
pintO of a pocket. This littlo gift con-

sumes a ?M amount of time but it is "a
thing of baauiyi etc." when done.

If devising presents for several ladies,
and there is no objection to duplicates,
procure three or four yards of guipure
embroidery and make some collars. If
dubious about the shape, buy one al-

ready made and use it as a pattern.
The 'sample SSjati 75 cents, but out of a

ard of the material, which sells lot 90

Please Leave Orders
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WOOD
--AT 'I I IK- -

OWOSSO PLANING MILL
OFFICE,

q faaeabaae Cash accompany

t.V Order. L E. WOODARD.

Detroit, Mackinac & Marquette RR.

l'lnrr ICnnt find H'rM I i Through the
I t'f r i'vninmtl-vo- f Mi'ieiyou

M
210 Mile shorter mid l .' Umirs tjn!kr thun any

other Ume.

Between Oetroit, Southern Mi. I.i;in, n i all point.
K and South-KiiH- t. tad the irwand

Copper District.
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Connections im maul at Ht. Ignnar with tlie
atouuer Ciry of t far Iietroit uurf

poitts.
'fhe Michigan 'ientml Railroad r lirtre t .uinl

all points in Mir UtatMMMi tbe east, uth and ntli
eaur.

With tbe ne 'IxipUuxiA Transportation Oo's Uar
lir Milwaukee, ihUxgo.Collinwoi ) and all poiMi
.:i Canada.

At Mantuctt t!i th- - Marquetta, Houghton
4 Hit ..m. :;.' l.iil'v or th Iron u

ti'!ct-, :nil with WtMMM lorDiiliith tmi 4 lie Xcria-we.H- .

ThrotjgiU ticket on sod at MarojinMe and 8t.
IgMMk and all fOkttm in tUt.- - Nortbrra Vniu-- u

t''or Information toparwenger andTpeigbt rated,
aj'ply to office ofOntlwf jfWjgfc I and IVjsnenger Agt
T;'t)-s- . McKKOWTJY KRANK MUiUUAX

Oen'l Sws't.. tlen'l Krt, A Past. As

Marquette, Mleiv. Marquette, Micb.

BALL'S DIPHTHERIA
(IKK AN I F K K V K N T I V E

A Sure (Jury and Positive Prevent-
ive of this drwlful disease. The
tradie supplied. Ask your Druggist
fork. Price 5 cents. Sent by mail
on receipt of price.

A. Hi. HALL, If. Di,
Corunnar Michi

MAIoABIA!
TtfE ONLY REMEDY KNOWN

To Destroy This Deadly. Pest.

TboMoal alariaini; fact. In our savitai v
is tbe prcvalcroe of MALAJtLAL POIAOH

not only in nianhy, bw-lyl- dlstrii la, but in the
cities ami upon elevatwi ground where, a few years
lince t WMsnkeard i. Frequently fata Id

ti c ilgoitlTt tiuiitiiN, wasted nit enfeebled
I toil y anil even Insanity are I be .lire eil'cets of

poisoning, the cure precursors if it the
poi 1 o is net neutralised. Tbe boattnun.on the Del
ft HnAKHI OmmL H veil as tbe iiibalutants of the
adjoining countrv, Have been great snirTrers foin
MA&AitlA. Not mil a few years qast did they
find a reliable rem. Vy. Now thousand testify that
there U but one real and Rticcdv cuse for malarial
poiM aftag and that 5tMt. KKNNEOT9r"VAVOR-1T- B

UkVMEDY," wkM by its action upon the
hlo'.dipiirities it acd restores a hoalthy tone to the
entire system. As l preventive Iu lecalities where
thidauger lurks, it Is invaluable. Wie "FaoriH

klao CUM t,be worst liver nod kidney com
pliant and all JUne (mated by vitiated Hood,
V rtwli bi ail drantota, ii ic.' l,oaiier bottM, it
Is n abaofatoly cafe, imrcly vegetuble NmIt. the
greatest alleriili" tne.li. IDC in the v M AoaKM
MOyroprictni', i. Ifcivid Kenredy, Uondoiit, N. Y.

A CURE. GUARANTEED IN AuUCASEb.
for Old and Young, Male unl Female.

jiiujt'aenf lix .iieiiie iiiuiu
(

'u and Never Final: Pontlvtlj Cum
fT Nigh. , Sieriuahirrhoea.

jr Inipo rury, Nervous DeWUty, tj-- mEtioonhooa. Barren nw i ; w: -r all 4

(HWOHK) WeflJSws ol the (lem-ntiv- Or(AFTERj
gans in ettbet MX it is an Unfuiling and rosillve
Cure. Toneaitp the dehilitatisl "ysU-aa- , arrests all
involuntary dtK'hargi s, removes acutal gloom ami
despondency mm! roatores won r fit d power to the
weaktntd orvtuts. Bir with em h btiUr for twclvt'
packages, areontpaniisl with rive iVotlars, wo will
Mod our 1. urintee to refund tile mouey if the
trtntaMBt ttm not onel a cure, tl Is the cheapest
and Best Mcilcine iu the marked Full particulars
in l,ii!iipble which we mail free to any address
Sold by all ariRKists, one pur Mage 50 eta; Six for

2 V). or ut by mail on iec ti"Jt ol price, by
thi- - MaKnetic Medlcliw Co., Detroit, Mich.

K9"SoU. In Owosso and Con ima by all Iruggbte.

1 : into US OF YOUTH.
A gCttllMMM Who sutrn-i- l lot vein s fron ,

NervouH lebillty. 1'reinatttre DetMtyt auri.
all tho ffffcts of youth ftal IndlHerotlon, will,
for t i snke ot suffering luiiiiittiit send fro
to ill) who need it, the ruoipe ii:;d direction,
for liMiking the simple reniedy by which xw

wosetireii. aulbron WtMltlf to prodt bj tbik
advwrt iser's experience enn l t.y H'ldi es
Innln porfeel contitletiOR,

4t-y- i John B. omut, 43 Ccdtir St.. N. Y.

PIMPLES.
I will mull (freel the recipe for 11 slainle

Vegetable Halm that will remove Tun, Frt-klr-

nnd Hlotchea, leaving Hie -- km aoft
clearnnd heuutlful ; nlwo last met Ions for .
daelnK 11 Inxnrlnnt growth of httlr ou a bald
lienil or smooth face. Address, innloMltig an
stamp, IIkv. VhUpntw A Co., 12 Bmroj sc, N

TO CONSUMPTIVES.
The aflMltkjf having 'teeu nerinuneMtlt

ured oi thut dread dlitouse, l onaumptton i't
a simple retnedv, is an iou to muke known
t- his fellow HitrTei et-- the tneuiis or euro. Tt
all who desire It, he will tend a Oopy of thai
proaerlptlon tued, free of eliiue, with Ul
rootlons for ptepatlng and using the same,
whieh they will iind r Nitre onro for nought,
colda, oorMumption, aathrne, hronohitia, etc.
Turtles wishing t be pi cs.i ipt ion, will plcaa
adiliesH Hkv. F.. A. WlWiOX, 194 Term St.Villlatnhurg, N. Y. 4 vl

ot loops of narrow gross-graine- d rib-bou- .

Tins haberdashers of the eitv carrv
a large assortment of these seductive
little zones and also supply cireulat
boxes, which, when fillet! and covered
with the glass lid, make a very natty
little poppy-sho-

Apropos of the subject of these deli-
cate gifts so dear to the feminine heart,
it may be interesting to make mention
of the fact that corsets whieh have been
previously decorated with hand em-

broidery will be extensively used foi
presents where the acquaintance is

A newly married lad would find a
set of dinner mats as comely as they are
useful. Crochet in circuiar or oval
shapes with darning cotton, carrying as
a stiffening a ball of hempen twine. If
the time cannot be spent in the work,
a very good substitute may be bought
for 75 cents, whieh admits of hand
painting or will gratify because of theit
simplicity.

One who bandies the pigments and
brush dexterously will be able to de-

lightsome dear one with u box of hand-painte-

note paper, or a case of regret
cards. A hundred calling cards, penned
by a sister or friend, would bo invoiced
"priceless." Girls hate flowers forChrhd-ma- s

or Wedding presents, and although
one rarely hears about COS girl giving
another a llower offering, hanging
baskets, ivies and pots of blooming
plants often exchange hands. If a flower-
ing plant Is derided upon keep the Mow-

ers back by pulling oil' the buds until
nearly the time for presentation has
arrived. For neck wear gel from one
to yards of silk ribbon
antl after fringing out the ends paint a
cluster of rose buds or some loose field
flowers to reach not more than four
inches high. While this Is less trouble
it is also less pretty than a lie made of
piece goods cut 011 the bias, hemmed
and finished t the ends with a pieco of
oriental or Imitation of Frish lace.

Many ladies who have a large circle
to go around :t.d little time in which to
manufacture their gifts, and what is
most lamentable, loss money with which
to buy them, will be sorely perplexed in
performing this mission of love satis-
factory to themseleea Thw are plenty
of decorative nOTeMes that can be wade
out of fans, feathers, cardboard and
ribbons. Wreaths el cvcrgren dotted
With holly berries is one reserve. For
perishable gilts select s?ne pretty
and withal inexpensive little baskets,
that can be Med aftcrnrd for hairpins,
matches or necdlewcck. Huy loose
candies, flowers, nuts and frails, and
fill them at home. Put a ncedlebook of
pin ease under the candy, and a tiny
cut-gla- ss bottle tilled with psaAsBM or
aromatic salts will enhance th? fruit
basket, which may be a beauty MM cost
less than 50 cents. Horse-shoe- s may br
hurt for the asking, and il need1 not be
the work of a genius to get a dime's
worth of gilding-pain- t antl 90 cents
worth of ribbon, and assure tho recipi-
ent that your love is hers. Then there
arc thimbles, by the score, sterling sil-

ver,, for 50 and 75 cents eaeh, and for a
couple of dimes you ean have the initi-

als-or pet name engraved on one of
the ingnlar eorncrs. If in the rot of
despair, get the rosy light heartedeonsin
three yards of wide ribbon iis olive,
amber or crimson, to tie round hercloak
collar, and she will glorify your name.
A Went Side beauty showed a trio of
hat bands for us many brothers-in-la- w.

and the window picture framed with
love was all, she said, that sister could
have. On one of her forest tramps she
had stripped some white birches of their
jackets, and its value now is percepti-
ble.

On a stpiare of black card-lxiar- d she
had placed a couple of figures ut out
of the birch bark. The little girl has
a lozenge on the end of her tongue,
which provokes the lad at her ride to
articulate.

Maid Of Athens, e're we purl,
WIVC, cli giVC DM lmck tny heart.

The details of costume and landscape
are touched up with paint, and as a
whole, the composition is an Ibtctest-n- g

one. Vhi&lffQ HemUL

Christmas Cards.
During the last few years Bit has en-

tered into and associated ItseH in many
ways with tin; common cvorv-da- y life
of the people, and it. has richly improv-
ed the opportunities offered to it by the
festival and holiday season. Thn good
Wishes and tender thoughts that were
once embodied in tinsel valentines, con-

fectionery mottoes, anil cross-stitc- h are
now expressed in dainty and artistic de-

signs, bearing names well and widely
known among The Christ-
mas cards have called forth the bfSJl

and for the last three years the
prize cards have, been eagerly looked
for. Those of last year felt the influ-
ence of the passing craze for esthetic
grouping and color, and their grotesque
designs and dull, cold tints .secured on-- h

taint, praise from a "Philistine" pub-li- e

to whom Christmas-tid- e was asso-
ciated with warmth and light and glow-
ing holiday cheer. Seven designs

the eight prizes awarded for this
year. Miss Dora Wheoler gaining both
the tir-- t artist and the first popular
prize. Tho designs are more pleasing
than those of last year, being wnrrucr
and brighter in color, ami moro sugges-
tive of tno sweet old Christmas story.
Many of them have suffered in tho re-

production, the printed copies losing
much of the delicacy and sentiment of
the originals. Miss Wheelor's design
represent! the Madonna, with the Child
in her arms, in light, flowing draperies
apjiearing against a disc of yollow light,
to a mother who stands with her chil-
dren under a leafless tree with their
feet on the globe. Tho two sacred fig-

ures are stiff and unpleasing, antl thoro
is a surest ion of Vedder in the wind

e--4

The Old Virginia Christmas.

Apple cider, 'simmon beer.
Christmas comes but once a year."

And I hart always felt thankful that
it docs not eoniti any oftencr; ram
things are generally rained. Why, if
diamonds wen as common as dew-drop-

In Mrty. or pearls tw frequently UN as
tho first jewels of December, people
would say, "lovely but valueless.'' And
if Christmas eamo two or three times a
year it would soon lose its popularity
and be held 1 thing of no account. As
it is. how brightly we anticipate its
coming; how eagerly is it welcomed,
and with what reluctance do we see it
depart! And if Christmas is now "a joy
forever," what must it have been in tbe
lino old "days of yore?" Only those
who have passed a Christmas at a Vir-
ginia mansion, can realize its pleasures.
Its joys begin with Christmas Eve,
when the scattered members of the fam-
ily and a few chosen guests begin to
gainer In. Carriage after carriage rolls
up to the broad steps, anil merry, hap-
py faces are collecting In the cosv sil-

ting room. Tumult rules the hour, for
everybody is glad to see everybody cise,
and each one has a thousand thtngi to
say. But after supper they quiet down,
and bejriii to enjoy rational conversa-
tion. The little ones bang their stock-
ings up and want to sit up half tho
night talking about Santa Clans. At
an early boar the "good nights" are
spoken and all go to sleep, "so as to
feci refreshed
begins at sin early hour, for before cock-
crow the servants come in to kindle the
lire, each eager to be the first to claim
"Christmas gff' of the "white folks."
The children also rise early, to seek in
tho toes of their stockinsrs the hidden
Measures that have tilled their dreams.
The lazy elders slumber on, or try to
slumber on, for the children and dark-
ies are too hilarious to admit of undis-
turbed plumbers. About nine comes
the smoking breakfast, the table drawn
to to the wide old fire-plac- blaring

witn ?dckorv logs. The little ones, still
busy with Santa's presents, are grouped
on the rug. discussing and comparing
their stores. The grown people take
their places at the table: the gray-haire- d

father returns thanks for "all these
blessings," each one devoutly bending
the bead the while, and the children
hushing their chatter, whispering,
"grandpa is saying grace." After this
tho plates are" turned and many ex-

clamations of pleasure are heard as one
after another finds some pretty present
under his or her plate. These must all
be examined, and breakfast is forgot-
ten until tbe fathor says: "Come, girls,
breakfast is getting cold. You can
look at your presents after breakfast."
Tho mother pOOn the amber coffee,
clear as wine, and all begin to discuss
the good things that Dinah has sent in
from cr savory kingdom, tho kitchen.
Breakfast over, the ladies begin to dis-

pense useful presents to the servants,
aprons, handkerchiefs, woolen gloves,
stockings and socks, sacks and dresses
for their children, etc. Chloe comes in,
radiant iu a crimson bandana turban,
new cotton dress and an immense shiny,
many colored necklace (a present from
young Joe, the dining-roo- servant) to
wash the breakfast things. The house
is put into beautiful order, and after
awhile the guests invited to partake of
the Christmas dinner, begin to arrive.
The pleasant day passes quickly. Tho
older people are 111 tho sitting-roo-

quietly enjoying themselves; tho parlor
Is given up" to the young folks, and
whenever the door is opened gay sounds
of song, merry chatter and bursts of
laughter issue into the hall. About &

o'clock the sumptuous dinner is ready.
I can sec the table now, groaning be-

neath its load. The place of honor is
occupied by the lordly turkey, stuffed
witli oysters, and accompanied by its
celery sauce. At the other mid of tho
table is a huge roast of beef, with mash-
ed potatoes. The intervening space is
idled with such minor things as chick-
ens, game, rice, macaroni, sausage,
pickles, catsup, etc. For desert, Joe,
the butler, brings in the Christmas
plum-puddiu- mince pies, and custards
and goblets of cool yellow cream.

After the lamps are lit "old Jim'1' tho
banjo player, is sent for from the quar-
ters and dancing begins, reels, quad-
rilles and cotillions, with now and then
a spirited waltz. The servants rather
about tho parlor windows "to peep,"
and tho dancers catch occasional glimp-
ses of dusky faces peering in at them
Presently a servant enters bearing a
tray filled with glasses. Another fol-

lows with n huge bowl of foaming gold-
en egg nogg and a silver punch ladle to
lip it. nveryoouy annus mis inscious
beverage and Christmas would cease to
le Christmas without it. In the "wee
ma' hours of morning" they separate

to sleep until the 10 orelock brcakf.ast.
This programme is repeated the next
day and is kept up for a week.

V. F. X.
isa

iUerry Christmas, mother!" cheer-
fully exclaimed little Charlie Miggs, as
he bounded into his parent's presence
with a face beaming like a new brass
kettle. "O, don't merry Christmas mo!"
growled the old lady. "Yesterday after-
noon there were six mincc-pie- s upon the
top shelf of the pantry. This morning
there arc only five. Now, where is that
other pie'.'" "Mother," solemnly

the boy. "as true as I livo, I
don't know, but brother Hill has been
rolling round the bed all night, sick
snoujrn to die." llrooh hin few.

plush, with a border of green plush,
with blocks of silk with
pansies embroidered OO then-on-

pansy and two or three green leaves on
each block. .Loss expensive bt really
handsome ones are made of doublefaced
canton flannel with a border vf some
richly colored and heavy uibbon; at one
side applique work iu the form of a
bonqneti or seme quaint ligure may be
put on: fringe is needed across the bot-

tom. By exercising a little ingenuity
an appearnnso of originality is given.

Echoes of tho Angel Pong.
name the birth of Christ not only

have wars diminished, and :inimoities,
social and national, on the whole large-
ly abated, but inslitwilis to elevate,
comfort a id gladden ill elapses of so-

ciety hnvK sprung pkmtrfn.lv up. Audi
not only have the wealthy endowed)
these institutions, audit lie honored given
them their patronage, bat the retry bnne
blest hare somotlnies laid their founda-
tions. The savings-ban- k that happy
device lor iucreas-i- tho means of tbtwo
who ean accumulate only by little and
little, and so guard against an evil day

Was originated by an obscure w&onan.
Tho noble tempuanec reform hww its
maia efficacy to a lowly priest; the
"Shelter for Foundlings." in Paris, was
started by a plain and the
"Benevolent Fund." of Loudon, by a
miniature-painte- r.

Study the history of the groat pubbo
charities of Christendom, ami you will
find that the) have flowed out of the
spirit of thai nativity chant. Indeed,
once plant the stock of human brother-
hood, and you are sure ultimately of
even gixnl moral fruit. What renders a
community quiet, peaceful observers of
law, anti friends of good order? The
Christian sentiment of good-wi- ll to all.
This it is which makes happy homes;
let it enter tho hearts of father and
mother, parent and child, brother and
sister, and they join in tho angelic cho-
rus. Filled with love, forbearing and
forgiving ono another, the light which
tell one,, on tho manger of Bethlehem
falls on their roof, and, howovor lowly,
it becomes divinely resplendent. A Wc-ni-

Rower Muxzcv.


